Macrophagic activity in intracerebral germinoma: ultrastructural study of a case.
This report presents the ultrastructural study of a germinoma of the third ventricle occurring in a 13 year old boy. The electron microscopic data showed similarities linking this tumor to gonadal and mediastinal germinomas and emphasized the exceptional glycogenic storage in tumor and stroma cells. Another morphological analogy was the intense macrophagic activity that led to tumor cell phagocytosis. The authors discuss the meaning of such an immune response, which is usually not observed in cerebral tumors.